DS PESTEI "-MUHEREIN; © + LW 
-*confiftent it is with Scripture , the Funda-- 


mental Laws of England, -and 
| Commoan Equity , -@*.. 
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Match: 7. 12. Whatſt oever. ye would, that 
you's do ye-even-ſs tothem: For? 
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"Sheets tb the Publick , Premiſing the true 


- 


_Compullion of Conſcience 
_____ -.*Condemmned, &-. 


A Here are a ſort of Fierce and ill Natur'd Paſqaillers, 
that keep a Bawling at all works of this Nature, 
- though t dag, never ſo Innocent; The Dread 
of thoſe, ſhan't Texrifie me ror: preteens theſe few 
tate of the Caſe by 


me aſſerted, viz. That the Mitd ard Conſcience of Man, with re- 


bend 


= 


8 pee ro Divine Traths, ought not to be Compelld by outward Vio- 
c 


nce, and therefore that it 13 unreaſonable and nnſeaſonable to Pro- 


Secnte ſo many. of his Majeſties Proteſtant-Subjefts, meerkyfor their 


Noncaonformity, to 7ayls,. Fines, Bakiſhment, and to the Spoiling and 
taking away their Goods, &cc. the-Demonſtration of which ſhall be 
Jenly and briefly offered with all Humillity. It is no ſmall Ad- 
dition to the Grief of the Aflifted,. that when they propoſe their 
Humble Complaints, and produce their modeſt reaſons againſt 
theſe kind of Severities, they are prefeny'y afſaulted with. a new 
kindof Perſecution, by.a parcel of cruel and unmerciful Pamph-. 
feters, who make it no leſs then an Arraignment of. the State, 
and a Murmuring againft the 'Government:, In Return to which 
uncharitable-Calumny I offer a few conſiderations. 

x. *Tis an caſy thing for thoſe Maſters of the Faculty to Bug- 
bear the Government hrs +, 4 ited Hyperboeles,and overſtretch'd 
Paraphraſesz *Tis the very Natiffe of mifery to complain, and I 
never-knew that the Perſon complained to (if of a Noble and 


 'Heroick mind, ) Interpreted the Petitioners Requeſt at this Rate. 


he Poor Beggars crying for Relief, is. no'Arraignmentof. the Do- 
nors Charity. The Subjets Complaint-of. Grievance is no Im- 
peachment of his Princes Juſtice. Our moſt Importunate Prayers 
to Almighty God, are no Arraigrnment of Infinite Meroy; no more 


are the Diſſenters applications to. a-Prince of ſuch Clemency as 


_ lus Majeſty is, juſtly to be ſe repreſented, neither docsFhe in his 


V 


ReFyal Judgment ſo eſteem it, | "BF 
A 2 _ 2. It 


(2) 


2... It is Univerſally known that our Gracious King (whom God - 


long Preferve) is a Prince of ſuch Natural Clemency, and of*fo 
merciful - a diſpoſition, that he is much more apt to Pardon the 
Delinquent, then oppreſs the Innocent, and therefore his Prote- 
ſtant SubjeCts are very well ſatisfied in his Royal Expreſſions in 
a Proclamation Dated April 8. 1681, -viz. We will both-in aud 
our of Parliament muſe our. utmoſt endeavour to extirpate Popery, 
and to redreſs all the Grievances of our Good Snbjefts, and in all 
things Govern according to the Laws of the K ya The Pious 
Temper of our ok Piotlans Soveraign is Remarkable, in a 
Specch to both Houſes , -forday , Feb. 10. 1667, where he fays, 
One thing more I hold my ſelf obliged;zo recommend unto you at this 
preſent; which is, that you would ſeriouſly think of ſome Courſe to 
beget a better Union and Compoſure in the minds of my Proteſtant 
Subjects in matters of Religion, whereby they maybe Indyced, not 
only to ſubmit quictly to the Gbvernment, but alſo chearfully give their 
Aſſiſtance to the ſupport of it.. 

This evidently demonſtrates that his Majeſty conſiders that 
Chriſtianity is full of Mercy, and that Chrift the Glorious Author 
of it, is a Reconciler and Mediator, and therefore would have 
his Subjects diſputed,or Preach'd into Church, 'not Worry'd, Jayl'd, 
Plunder'd, and Ohurch-curs'd into Conformity. 

I cannot leave this Royal-Text, till-I have noted, that where- 
as. his Majeſty expreſſes the ends of this Compoſirre and Union, 
2jz> I. A. quiet. Submiſſion to the Goyernment, and 2. a chearful 
aſſitapce to.ſupport it; No SnbjeQts of equal Quality have onrt- 
done the Diſſenters in cither of theſe. For, 


I. .As to matter of Fat, no Treaſons, Rebellions, or Infurreti- _ 


ans,. {no not a Shaddow of any ſuchthings) can be juſtly charge- 
able, upon them, ſince his Majefygjes Happy Reftauration.- Atl the 
Spys and- Eagle-Ey'd Obſervators that ſhave been Imploy'd to 
watch them, can't produce ſo much as a probable Circumſtance 
of any Conſpiracy amongſt them againſt. the Government, and to. 
be ſute, had there been any ſuch thing, the Nation ere this would 
have Ring'd of it. Some few half-penny Scribl&rs rant at *um, 
and in Spight of the Act of Oblivion,Revive what the Supream Au- 
thority commands to be forgotten; Bur of that and the. Single 
Ereak of YVenner, more hereafter, ; : 

: 2:- As; 
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2 "® (3) ST 
_ -2.. As.to the Probability of the thing, viz: That: ary ſuch Con- 


that ſo think, muſt. ſuppoſe thei meer, Fools ard Mad-men :*For 
- as. things ftand ,. they - muſt firſt forfeit: their Reaſon , ' before 
they can abandon their- Allegiance. They are not fo filly , 
whatſocyer others think of. them, bnt-that they very well under- 
ftand they hold their Lives, as well as their Religion dy-no other 
Tenure then his Majeſties Life. And therefore it is their great 
concern, as they. tender 'all: that's dear and near 'to them, 'to 
preſerve his Pezſon and fggyernment, and Defend - both wit? 
their Lives and Fortunes:WAnd: I am confident that the whole 
Party of the Diflenters, (though: in ſome little things differ- 
ing from cach- other) would Univexſfally: and: Uniformly agree ; 
to Sacrafice their All in his MajeſtiesService, againſt any power 
whatſoever that ſhould oppoſe him. ti SN LEK 
The Univerſal experience of unbyaſsd Mankind: can Witneſs 
the Truth of what is here ſaid. Yet I know very well, what -ob- 
jeftions have been and will be made from that-diſmal Topick of 
the Nations late Unhappy Convalſions.. Brit that-muit be refer-. 
cd to a Diſtinct head. .. * * \z Th 
In the ſecond place, It is certain that-(theſe: Proteſtkant-Swbjr#s- 
his Majeſty intends, namely) the Diffenters. have chearfully given: 
their &ffiſtance ro the ſupport of the Government. It is wel 
known that they. are an Induſtrious . Trading People,  thag wil- 
lingly pay wharſoever Taxes the Law:requires.. And-it- 1s:Re-! 
mark: ble. that no People- ever expreſt-a greater: Zeal to oppoſe* 
the various attaques:of a Forreigh- (Anti-Spiritual Power) then: 


; theſe Diſſenters: And could I know. any one of them that would- 


ſhrink from his Princes Service,. when his Royal Perſon and Go-- 
vernment are menaced,; I, wonld eſte: him-not only a Fool;.but 
a_Traytor ta boet. - . 1: |; | E | 

To Evidence (further) the Lenity'of his Majeſty; I ſhall quote 
a. Memorable paſſage in his Declaration from Breda, Dated April' 
14. 1660. We ao declare a Liberty to Tender Confciences; andthat' 
10 2an ſhall be diſquieted ar called.in queſtion for differences of Opi- 
nion in matters of Religion, which) da; not diſturb' the Peace of the *+ 
Kingdom; And that we ſhall be' ready to:Conſent to fach an Alt of - 
Parlameut, as upon mature Deliberation ſhall be offered to niifarthe + 
fall Granting that Indulgence. . | | 
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"Goſpel then what-this 


- What, can be-ridee-Piods and; Conſanant to the Riles'of the | 


this. GregrMgnatch here decfares? 'No Perſon 
is excepted; ftam- his RoyabIndiMgence, bur ſich as diffurb the: 
Peace of the Kingdom: -Now”if thete be'any ſuch afnong the 
Diffenters, let chem be ſeverely Punifhed : But-if there be none, 
. 1 cannot but wonder:at the Cruelty and undutifulnefs of ſuch as 
Proſecute/ their Peaceable-and” Innocent- Fe/ow-Subjets againft 
he-mind of-theirSoveraign;'— oo 
© ;His Majeſty;has riot only declared this ( Indul- 

- ence, bur alſo by-his own" experiengyleclares the unfruitfalneſs 
. of Compultion, ':March 15th, 1671." theſe words, Onr Care 
and. endeavowrs for the Preſervation of thi Rights and Intereſts of 
the Ghurehy have been ſufficiently Manifeſted to the World, by the 
whole Conſt of amr Government, ſince our Happy Reftanration, aud 
by the many frequent ways of Coercion''that we''have aſed fot the 
reducing alt: erring or- Diſſenting ' Perſons, and for Compiaſing; the 
«unhappy Differences 'in matters. of Religion which we found among 
our: Subje its :mpim onr Return 5" But-it bring' "Evident by the. 
Jad)x pet ienge: of 'Twelvt years, that there is very lirtle Fruit of all. 
thoſe Forceable Conrſes, we think our Self obliged to mak uſe of that 


(fo Favourable ) Indul- 


-Supream Potjer if Ectleſiaſfical matters, Which 1s not anly Inherent, | 
in wiz. bit bath been declared and Recognized to be fo by ſeveral. 


Statutes and Atts of Parliament, cc.” 


Thaz Avzaſt part of the'Le iſlative power, the Houſe of Com-! 
mons; Reſolved Fam. r0;11680; That it's the opinion of. this Honſe, 


pri x0 Profeclit iow of \Proteftanr Diſſonters npou' the Penul-Laws, ic 
at. 


is time, Grievons to the Subjett, '8 Weakening the  Proreftane 
Intereſt ,-:awu Inconragement- ro Popery : and dangerons to the Peace. 


of -the Kingdom. ' KS 


Beſides this, there was Will paft both' Honſcs atthe Taft Parli-” 
ament in, Weſtmisfter, for the Repeal of the 35 of Flizaberh, bur 
through ſſotne unhappy negleCit was fiot preſcrited rohis Majeſty, . 
whodoubrleſs would have paſt it. Nevertheleby thar and what's 


mentioned before, we may-clearly infer-that the King and Parli- 
ament, _ that Compulſion-of Conſciefice {of Peaceable Pro- 
reſtant Diflenters) is-borhunſeaſbriable dndin 
I have. the whole Legiflative"Anthority" nm 


Arr Q-. 


roficabſe.”” And if. 
- by | b. | de, DIL, Ks fs. 
Lords, and Commons ;(that is all-E»y/nnd)Tmay modeſtly preſume, 
that no Proteſtant' will be angry at-this Eflay, nor cenſtre it of + 


* 
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force againft the Diſſenters which we ſhall a litcle/Difconrſeiof 


| hereafter, and evidence plainly thar the intentiqn of the Zegiftaror's 


was to puniſh ſuch as they ſuppoſed would be Seditious-prdat- 
gerous'to the Government, and. they that ſtretch uhbſe-Laws to 
deftroy'{o-many Innocent. Peacrable -Members-of. the:-Common- 
Wealth, do bur Fight againſt God, and pervert the meaningiof the 


officiouſneſs, then what is reap'd by. fueh as are unmerciful (to 
| that docs notdiſadtull them, yet-ler-me: tellyouy'ithat for 


few words Tle give you ere long). to Execute the: utmoſt, 
more then the utmoſt Severity of - the Taws,- againſt Difſen- 


|. Arrogance ;/it being conformable eo-the Sentiments af theinoſt 
1iuſtrious'in the. Nation : I-muſt: confe(s"that. there are-Eams'in 


Zn 


Lawgivers; and can-(at long) run) expett no other'Fruir df their - 


fay no more) at the great-and general Tribunal. > Here you ſee-* 
thoſe very Laws Tepealed ;\.in voro, by them tThat:made- it, and- 


ſorne particular Juſtices of the Peace, meerly upon the Informati- » 5 <4 do #4429 | 


on of a ſort of Creatures called Informers, (whoſe Charadter in a+» /+-Ly7«4 4+ 4" 
Yea, rence tern mY 


Lt 


9s | gers, in defiarice of the ſenſe of the Law-makers; who did undoubt=. 
oe. | edly know what was' beſt for us, is noleſs thento oppoſe a private» 
{ | Opinion to a publick Deliberation, and a/privare Spirit againſt a- 
#7 | piblick. But Fle proceed to my-main buſifieſls; and refer the: 
#7;"| Opinion (with a reſpe&co this marrexſyof as Great. Stateſinen as- 
4. | England ever knew to another place.” 
| PETRI 
Ge SECT. I. | 
ſe | Het that will Seriouſly conſider how tenderly the Lord .Jeſius- 
e. . Recommends the precepts of mutual-Love, to all thatpro- 
.., | fels. his Name, making it the very Character of -his Followers ,. 
-. | Luk. 13.35. By this ſhall all Hen know that you are my Diſciples, if 56 
T | have Love one to ansther.; And how highly the Apoſtle Pax! ex- 
>. | alts the ſame Duty, reduceing the whole Duty of a Chriſtian,ro- 
S | a-ſingle precept, Gel. 5:14. For all the Law 1s fulfilled # one 
” . | word, even 3nthis, Thog ſhalt Love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. See 
”, | Levit. 19. 18. at. 22. 39. © Cannot -but ſufficiently -wonder,. 
f | wo ſee ſuch as profeſs the ChiliſtianReligion Quarrel one with-a- 
| nother, upon the account of ſpecial and doubtful:Circumſtances, 
| reſpecting Divine Worſhips = _ 
S | 
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5Je:is Lamentable to ſee how! much the-preſen at. Ape differs from) 


:1Primitivs:Chriſtianity? The Servants/of ' the Liying God in thoſe 
. Enemies. to:Picty,.then ſeek to-undotheir Brethren, to force ther 
-00'Migpeornc: 2d poly Da nn i, TT po OP | 
. : Thoſe Maximes that interfere with the Sacred Rules: of the 

Goſpel, and threaten deſolarion: to-Men for what they:cannothelp 
-=areaundoubredly ro be laid aſide in a Chrifttan Common-Wealh 


- And 1 queſtioninot but that our: Gracious:King, when hethinks| | 


«fit to meet his People in Parliewent, will order a Regulation © 


-theſe proceedings, ſuitable to his Beneign and mercitul* remperf _ 


. before exprefied. 7 7:1 INS BOT2Ss.o 

- .- In: the-mean'time:-bhumby:crave 'leave-to offer a few. 
ral-Reaſ6ns/ againſt the, preſcnr Profecutions, which my Zeal: for 
- Truth-and: the management of- Church»Wars'(like Chriſtians in- 

deed, -extort-from-me- | 


It is notorious-by- Univerſal Experience that it-is the perverſe j 


. Nature of Man, Nits inwvetitim; t6long* (like Ev?) for. what is 
-forbidden ; A: Malady derived by an uninterprered fucceflion from 


our firſt Parents.” Hence grew-a neceſſity of Eſtablifhing- Laws - 


-and Civil SanCtions, the endof whichcare, to reſtrain and'Puniſh 
.Tranſgreflors, who by actemperate Sallys of private or pnb- 
lich Ambition, Revenge, Luſt or | 
perpetrate any thing Injurious to their Fellow-Creatures, 
"Theſe Laws are Calculated for the reſpeftive Meridinns of (e- 
veral Nations and Governments, and LevelPd againſt the pre- 


vailing-vice of rhe place; Ex mals moribus bone leges nate ſunt :- 


The pravity-of Mans Nature, cauſeda niecefiity of Laws, -as Di- 
ftempers do of. Phyfick. - And as the Office of the /ater;.is' ta 
preſerve the Health, - and-Cure the- Diſeaſes of the Body 7 ſo the 
Office of the former is-to-preſerve the Body Politick. * Neitherof 
theſe are ſo limited,” butthar the private-or publick Phyſick may 
-be:altered according as'the Symptoms of the Diſeaſt Uire& the 
Application. And fo we ſee that Parliaments ( without atty 'di- 
| ſparagement to;their Wiſdoms.,) Repeal Laws proper tothe times 
they.were Enacted in; and. make New, :as the Viciflitudes of the 
Publick Ps/ſe'ftands in. need: of. - The: wiſeſt-Men have chatiged 
Counſels and 'Reſolves upon Second thoughts :- The Very Pope's 


thermſelves, and General Conncels have gone it, though the former 


_ 


Arrogate to themſelves an Infallibility. — - No 
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or other Vice, attempt or actually 
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_afe repealed, -anda moze ſeafonable remedy Applied : when the 


- Ever "confhidering Man muſt needs. know that the Bials of Intereſt 


_ -Die to maintain. their ridiculons Alcaron. 


Pipe ae the moſt Sacred of 'Truchs, if they can bur. find a 


- ae ax dons 
' 4 . oo F * »* I 
o __ - X 
# 
% 


er Man.is.ſo ſharp Ggheed as. certainly-to-foreſee-what- 
the- "Frems and Revolutions of.things. to,\ come may be, wirh- 
our:Divine Inſp Ee : Therefore-it--is. yr to be Eſteemed 

ap dential Sk, then an Arraignment of the Acts of our Pre- 
deeeſſors, when what. yas ſuitable rothem, and im proper for. us; 


inconveniences of the former are diſcovered / *I anicertain'that 
tho beſt way: fo. convince Proteſtant diſſenters, (and moſt agree-. 
able to the DiCtates of Chriſtianity, ) 1s to Win them by-fairand 
Charitable Methods ; and that thoſe Penalties the -Law inflicts,. 
ſhould ar leaſt be relaxr, *for Reaſons hereafter to be. produced. 


and Eflucation are ftrong Shackles to the ] udgment, which Ferter 
ie from yeilding to Demonſtrated Truth,” t.of Education is 
ery. bak to be over-maſter'd. We have had Deplorable Experi- 
ments," that Opinion Fain} #. by Education, is' ſometimes as 
hard' to be Salaries (yea harder) then the Body fromthe Soul. 

It fo Wheels and Intoxicates the Brait,. that even amongſt the. 
Twrks, we Readof forme Wiſe and Moderare;Perſons,. who would. 


Cuſtome is grown. ſuch a Tyrant » that ſore would rather » 
ftarve then cat. Bread bak'd ina. Pan (as a Reverend Prelate 4 
faid Y becauſe he uſet' to eat Bread bak'd in an. Qven. , 'Religion- 
in many is really cheir "humour, 'and a Darling Fancy palep mh 
ſich: for Reaſon; 'and Faſhion is 'more prevailing then;th 
Atguments.. 'O the Deplotable'Eftare of Chriſtianity”: 


at che' Meſſenger, as if. the by Nee would Oils the . 


:Cordials," auſe i not cemed a Gol Ne 
Tit Be Peſign''of what's is fas iv. y WY. 
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Demonſtrative Reaſons againſt Compul=- 
fon of Conſrience., © © 


N' Haomane- Anthority, .no-not the very: Popes (thaſe Infalli-- 
ble Tooles ) can you Moo that che-Word of God is the 
Rsle of Faith, te-which all that "ig the Name of Chriſt ought;- 
to *Conform. © And as all the Childcen of God have an Equal In- 
rereft in the. Teſtament of their, Father,'fo no one amongſt them,. . 
ve; upon the Jadgment of his 


CT —— 


Wy 


has any Prerogative ro Impole a force | 
heoeker: One holds: 5h;s , the other char, a third denys boch, 
they Examine Scripture, Conſult the} Originals, -Examine the O- 
pinions of Antiquity ; they FRO Pray for luminatian : What-- 
then? Why pray what. Courſe will you take with your Diſſent- 
ing Brother? All: thar'you. can ſay, can't; remove him from his-- 
former perſwaſion.: The beſt way isto pray for him, if. any Rigo- 
rows courſe be taken in ſucha Cafe, and if the fire brings no light + 
with ir to Demonſtrate the Truth of. it, I profeſs -I cannot burt- 
fuſpett that the Coals/are fercht from below. 
He thar reftetts upon. the: diffienlties that Encounter us inthe 
way. to Truth, for 'Strait is the Gate, and- Narrow is .the Way, 
ns with all confiders how. ſhort ſighted the beſt of Men be, Be 


here we ſes but in Part, and underiFandbnt in Part, will ſoon find + : 


thac there is infinitely more Reaſon-.for Chriſtians mutually-to En+ 
deayour the fipport and affiſtance, Froimgoarrgey ne bf Dot ? 
- and Deſtra - 5 appt nmr Ws 7 Tu aa 
Since all have neither an; equal Depth of ature! Judgment,. 
nor the fame Meaſure of : ve. gs Ilkumination, but che Spi- - 
Fit Bloweth' how, and where vt pleaſeth, we ought not. to deſpiſe © 
or Perſecure our Brother, for;his- Inriacent and blameleſs miſtakes, - 
tcaſt 'we'be found" ro. fight apainſt God, wha is theifree diſpoſer of ©. 
his Gifts; we know the way of Miu is not in himſelf, Jer: 10.23;-. 
But bs goings (or ſteps): are of the Lord, Pro. 20. 24. And there- | 
foe, dic. we 'bear-a'due_ Reſpect to:God, we would be.Content - 
9s he 


—_—... 
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eventbis pars” ho 


the "wait | his leaſdre, who ts Teaged himſelf by ifs Xp 
3.1 In any tin other | 

a3. > So” Seherefice” bene f Ach Kos; 'C who 
-proceeds inthe ſimplicity of his hearr, ) with Afith, till he; grow 


itronger to Digeſt Srrong- Afar. 
I 2am much miſtaken, if Compulſion of Gf onty not up- 


_ onthe very Skirts of the Implicite Farth of the P For, what- 


ſacver a man is conſtramed to Swear, or pro {ns then he is 
convinced of, proceeds flum asBlind an atlenc, as can be match'd 
in the groffeſt Popery, andof ſuch'a convert no profeſſion has.an 
great cauſe to boatt, For common Reaſon tells ns, thar ſuch 
arc:Profelyted by violence, will continue fuch-no longer then tho 
force lafts. '_ 

Force is meer Punifhment, and conſequently not Juſt, unlefs 
the offence be voluntary: Bur he that believesaccording to the 
evidence of his own Reaſon, is neceſſitated to that belief, and-te 
compel. him from it, is to drive him to Renounce the Eſſential 
part of Man, -hisReaſon. 

Toan't Imagine why weThorild be commanded to try the Spirits, 
1. Tobn 4.1. nd iq prove all things.” '1 Thef. 5.*2x:f there bw not 
yi Faculty in'the Soul to judge for it ſelf, *Tis a ftrange InjunCftion 
when we are £ommanded to hold Pp that which we find to be 
-beſt; if after -our moſt "ſerious and deliberate Eleftion , we 


-thall be whipt out of our Conſcience by Penaltys. To what. pur- 


Poſe do wePreach poor Souls-/.into-juſt fomuct Liberty of Scrip- 


- ture. as ma et their: torture, and not: permit them to reft 


where they find fatisfattion?"Either prohibit to fearch at all, or 
Aeave us ſenſible of ſome benefit by teaching. To believe wha 
Teems-untrue, ſeems to:me-Impoſſible; To profeſs what we be- 
lieve untrue,'1 am fure is damnable. * £5 7 
As *tis"certain,thas whoſoever Averves'/from"the Ditatesof bis 
own Conſcience; commits'a grievous" Sin, *Row: T4: So without - 
"Queſtion they that endeavour by Force or 'Artifice to draw atly 
Lucy to profeſs or Att contrary to what his' Soul believes, are as 
aa 3/6 guilty_of the ſame Crime, as the Apoſtle" ſays, When ye 
womnd\ the weak; Confeiencer of your Brethren, "ye Sin ainft Chriſt. 
x:Cor. 8x2; How dangerouſly then do'they* themſelves 


eo the Juſt Indignation of God'who' drive others, (and fall chem- 
| feliee)? nto this Evi?:&c. How" wilfallydo theyatrempt to _— 


DS --* gu 


\ 
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' Dedl:with others,'as t ge pgs with themſelves? This Light 
is placed- by God-in clear and candid Souls to-Shine. and guide 
them, 'bur 1n black ones to: condemn and burn: them-' 1:could 

heartily wiſh that all Men would. take the Advice of the: Apoſtle, 
| . Roms. 14. 13; Let us not therefore Fudge one another any more: But 
Y . 7mage this rather ,. that no man put a Stumbling-Bleck, or. an occa- 
\y - frowto-fall, in his Brothers way. If this Blefſed Counſel were but 
þ fallowed,-what-a happy Nation might ours be?-. 


Nothing hath cauſed more miſchief in the;Church then the. E- 
ftabliſhing new (and many) Articles of: Faith,- and the Incum- 
bf brance of Gods Worſhip by Ceremonys,which. all acknowledge to 
Ei . be more for Ornament, ther any Eſſential neceſſity. .- And had 
theſe Stumbling-Blocks: been temoved, /*tis certain that our too 
1 too deplorable divifions would in a-great meaſure. vaniſh, bur 
= ſince there are, and muſt be Diviſions, let us pray to'the Phyſit- 
| af of Souls to -heal- them. To Love one. another is a command of 
the Almighty, which never was, nor never will be-repealed. And O:! 
- bow-difagreeable:to that Sacred precept is it, to vex and trouble 
cah other ! How rare is it ta ſee the. very BrgeSprey: upon their 
kind!, Yer-we ſee mankind deftroy mankind ,..not-only deveſting 
themſelves of humanity, but .with-a more then Brurifh: cruelty, 
rage againſt their-very Brethren. - To; break ſo evident a Com» 
mandement, to eſtabliſh that which .is. (more then) doubtful, cis 
certainly contrary to: Goſpel-Laws. : OOO SSIS 2Y Os 
A thing- may be,Flear to; one man-that would: fain; impoſe :in, 
but it-may:be doubtfial ro him on whom it- is impoſed, which no 
Bedy can help.” Muſt rhe:doubtful Perſan- be knockt o'the head 
therefore, or muſt we pick/out the. 'Eyes.of all that cannot:See 
as well as-our-ſelves. alxam:- ot oft fre T; 0719w!; 5 
-*; Suppoſe the pdine»be.dlear -in;Scripturez why then: ſay 1; there 
ts:n0;neceffity-to make anfw Law; to Impoſe it; much tefs'a new 
Article .of Faiths If it.-bebut-deduc'd or infer d;z *tis:cereain thar 
what:one, thinks clearly: deduced, another as Learned: and able 
as hes map think not tobe fa...) hos) 5 thor thee ab 
_ Mens underſtandings. ate. as Faxious. as-thicir Speech ;or Fages:4 
_ Andiivie uſb foronemanto Quarrel with-another;beeauſe differ 
rent: from him\in-either. of} theſe 7 op puttym 3pohiaRack 
ſtrerch-him to: his- own dimedſien;-if har: fo:tall as[he?; He-thar 
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thinks allDiſſenterseicher malicionſly or. wilfolly./Blird- is (in' my 
"Judgment; Ons in Charity, :1f; theſe. People Difſent'out-of 
hume prop Bypocriie, every. thinking:Manwill-pronounce »them 
abſolute Fools. - For they that play che-Hypocrites; do'it-cither 
for Waxkdly ends, or-yain- glory. - Now theſe Men, who are under 
the laſh of every Informer, and ſuffer ſo unmercifully,; cantiot- be 
charg'd with Dillenting: for worldly: ends, becanſe they.may-ſe- 
cuxe.themſtlves byContormiry,and. by neceſſary conſequence their 
Nonconformity is out of pure Conſcience. Elſe» (/as:was ſaid) 
they are ſtark deots,andit ſo, the State has no-need to: fear them, 
and. is would, be agreat diſparagement to ſo; wiſe and Illuſtrionts 
a Government to, ſcem to fear ſich a Company-of ſuppoſed-finv- 
letons.. But then .on- the;other hand, if: their Diffent--be really 
Hom the ſtrong and convinced perſwaſions of their minds; Iwould 
in all humility beſeech. all; ' that have. power to Execute-the:Laws 
ainſt them, to conſider, that they, are Chriſtians,” their Brerheren' 
. andCGountrymen,and that they wonld treat them as{uch;inagree- 
ment to what. our merciful Prince declared; as:before; viz; 7b 
Puniſh only ſuch as are diftyrbers of the. Government. :'For my Pen 
ſhall never be am. Advocate: for-any; Perſon of-that Charatter.:'-If 
_ any ſhould think thattheſe Men Diſſent-out of vain Glory, he muſt 
ſtill ſuppoſe them worſe Fools'then before; For who-but a'Mad> 
man would purchaſe-the applauſe of a few Perſons { an Idle airey 
thing/that wall neither Feed nor Cloath him) at the: dearcrarte of 
201. a Month, 29% and orcue Greg NO with-all - its tors 
menting apurtenances3 Is-this:a comfortable Bargam?-* - - 5: |. 
Well then, ſuppoſing-them:weak- Brechren , what ſhall we do 
with them ?; why the:{poſtie readily anſwers: this:queſtion, - Roms: 
4.3, Him that 45 —_ in; the: Egith receive ye, but not. to doubr? 
F 4ſpntations.., Here is: not one word of ſending) him: to-Priſon; 
or Fumng'ot himsNoNa, thay-usg'd to perſwade? and conyince; 
5g compet men $0 Conformity. Neither did'the-trorig. Chriſti- | 
a. Perſecute, bur-Cheriſh-and:Infirudt his: weak Brother.-For;. - - 
hey, yery well knew.that no man can be- forced to. believe;he 
may, (tis true )..be.compelled-ro ſay - this. or - that, - but not-/to* 
| Kg itz; the DNominjon/ over the External part has noRuleover 
i 
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oul.:. ;And.thopgh-.a Man, mayibe-compelP&rodiflembletiis' 
thoyght#,i6.is, impotible:that.-anyhurward-forcecan; charige 
the. opinion... Lhe Soul: of .manis ;atbing ſo generous;cthar its 
Mos ue | rather- 
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.. Coercive Methods,” - And the Nature-of Chiſti 


| dapted for ſuch procedures; If Compwlfen of Conſcience had b 
qhought by the Almighty; -ro-be eugury way of reducing Man- 
kind, our Lord Jeſus wonld haveuſed ir. He that had the Com- 

© mand of the whole Heavenly Militia, (one of which in a Night 
Slew- 185000 of the {ſyrian Hoſt) could with as much eaſe ſib- 


the Tribute Money. 5:3 = Ah 
He that has good Eyes, and has been tatight*to Read, will 
Read you a clear Printed Book, but if he be Blind, or having 
"Eyes.wants Light, or never learnt to Read, or if the Print be 
F Blind, you may ſooner dath out his Brains with a Club, then make 
1 | | him perform 'an Aftion he cannot. - Ros, 
*Y - Faith is-not to be driven like a Nailt4nto the Heat, cor Heart, 
E's with a Hammer: For a Man cannot believe if he would, till the 
AJ Gift be-beſtowed upon him. And the Scripture plain, when is 
tells -us, that Faith is the Gift of God. - + 
» - - Argumeſits are-goed-Inducements, bit forco'has no counte- 
.D | nance in-.the Goſpel;,much- leſs'a'command. Pray peruſe-thefe 
= Iexts, John20."31..5. $9. 2 Tim. 3. 15. Dent. 22. 32. Tis an 
-edlſy thing to pick out ones Eyes, but all the Art of Man cannot 
-reitore' thoſe Eyes again;*or:make Eyes for one Born without them. 
EvenſoCompulſion carr'make'a Man a Hypocrite, but all the ſe- 
Verity in the:Workd-eannat*make/him'a true Convert. © © 
If Reaſon uriderſtandsnotwhat+is/declared, how can we by 
\ way of Dedudtion, orithe beſt framed SyNogiſms'yield' ro what 
-we apprehend not to be Demonſtrative? All diſcourſe and Rati- 
-@cination ought tobe of things;glntelligible ; The objeft of Faith 
- is purely and eſſentially Divine—and the Soul cannot*arrive_at 
-that:(Beft of). Learning, till the Spirit of: God becomes the Tutor. 
-: Before I leave [this (by-way of digreflion) I canniot but borrow 
I a few excelent Notions of 'an Eminent' Prefate now Living. 
WW & There is no giving way to Rational deduttion and hothan Argu- 


t- © lead men into.many Errors. To go about-to-prove by'Reaſ6n 
—— #uch things. -as-are above Reaſon,” 4is woriderful: And to. diſ- 
"Wo ©. courſe of what. we underſtand+not, is ſpiceof madneſs. The 
6 © Concluſions drawn from ſach-Diſcourſesare dangerons, 'yca, 
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. due the Great {ugaſtus Ceſar,” as command- a Fiſh-ro bring hins. 
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©mentations againſtScripture, for then a-cunning Sophiſter may - 
e by 'Reaſcr 
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| faſſors of the Goſpel. 
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i exruous. 
Zan. The pales Subſtance is not yds ga I WT: 
nor the moſt delicate Flouriſhes of an Artif Pencil, . 
|  call.School-Divinity, has-been pevrercd-a 
ſuch: a Rare,jhat ir has prov'd a mcer Plagye t to Cingpioy 


hayenew Queſtions, nice Diſtinttions, and 
Satire: toft up and down like Tennis rorog 427 om nes 
IgE 090 Theological Wars. | 

"Thefirkt Dirinity-SC was-{ct.up at Alexandria by Pantenm, i 
and from ;thence.;Sprung the-Arrian-Herefie , which like. an it - 
weed-ſpon-over tan. all-Chaſtendom.,,. TT the Subtilty of theſe-- 
Schools Hereſje:grew- Refined, and wich their School tricks of dis 
ftintions-and Evaſions; almoſt baffled the plain and- ſimple Ed 


- The Primitive Dottors, cn from Heatheniſm, and well 


$kild-in Philoſe and Logick or Soph 

Franſlated: PD nip ( falſly- {o Fr 2 crater, 
Muftrate by. their Irdiſcreet Zea), and.Imbelliſh"Chriftian-know- 
ledge, by Artificial Forms: and Figuues, but rather indeed defaced 


i& -.Col,ac-D6* + 
He thae ſeriouſly and withour- | conſiders: the Na 
M , thar ir-muſt'be 
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(24) : 
be greater diſparagement-or mete:derogatoty"toithe honune pf 
'the'Godhed, rhey'ro think he Waties th® Help 68 Mary t6 defetia 
 him.'-Mark How Perer was rebuked” by our*Savionr-Coricir- 
ting off Malchis his Ear. ' Beſides, do but 'confider the Methods 
uſed by the Redeemer of =_ World, in Conquering his Enemies, 
ou oo, wy find/ir was'by Preaching and Siffering and 4f his - 
&' hed folfow'f6 HbMious'an wats, they.deſerveifor 
"called Þyhis / Name, gen VerDighified wad" to! Titlerof 
Etitifitans.. | \- 4 

In all well order'd Gorettnients hs Meyildemiovan oughr 

| v1 6 hi niſh Evil doers, þut fot Evil Believers, for God Reſervesthat 


| imfelf, it js:his Divine Perogative, for. he-onlyistthe Heart = 
EF & ;" ant Man cafmot- poſſibly have-a right Cognizanee of 

; | the concealed or Evil thoughts oF anorher+ beeapſe; for ary whing 

bs - be knows, The greateſt Profeſſor may be the.greateſt-Atheiſt.” 

I do not Remember that Chriſtians ever took np Arms” againſt 
their Goyernqurs4n the Primitive times for propagating their Pro- 
feffion, or to Preſerve thernſelves from Perſecution; And he that 
will"qo' fo, meerly uport'that'account, is either a Fooor aniA- 
CHA: "A'Pool; bernie Be" rejotts the-opportunity-of gaining the 
Reward tt Matth. 5.12. Bleſſed'are ye when Men. Rtvile 

you, and | Perſecure you, &c. Or an Atheiſt, becauſe he wont believe 
that God' gil be: as good as his' word.? But to:Rerury where I 
Teft!- 4 ro rin common \faying among ſhallow! Fancys, ' 
3%. 3 "gn" G anrs * lioulder 5-ſed's wire then the "Gjant. 
The Queftioh is cor cngmorcyburelear diſcerning; | If both 
theſe Ty aBcaſtar &Milesdiftance;and conrend/whether ite a 
Horſe or an Oxe, Vick Pin 6" the* har ma Shoulder, is never-the 
nArct lfcthin epends: moreupors the 
ht, The hot ſholdewr fares veno 
6 thr the Nodrine\defivered4o ys" by. man: (if 
:) Tabſolaelyitriey/bernfdowolre cer 
ble for him; or-anyitrian-ro ere," yea 
Tt © Great Anguſtine/(the woridet of his 
ſharpiic TR eranegs {f ——_— 
rely neceſſary that Infants ſhould 
rintre jet jt ow "IF apher—re: that h 
des." ' $6 Lantddnrhr | cable/Wir;" ant'a 
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Fete f RY NC Conncels hide up ex þ win 
rro monde each ather, as before. hinted... 
"Parents are "accotititdble to'God for their commands, as well 
as the Children are for their Obedience, natural Parents are by 
meer Nature prompted to ſeek the Love. of their Children ; So 
riſe Spiritnal\Parents who arc Stiled 24ipifers of God ( who is 
Eove) to demean themſelycs' rowards their: Spiritual Qilren 
And conſequently is it-not more ſuitable tothis excellent Grace, 
Parental Ti eſs to lead the' People into. the, Honſe of God, 
rather t "whip them i by fear? And to pur on ſuch a habbie 
is will Inviee thei in, ra then fright them Gut? What wiſe and 
Loving Father 'would put on a winding Sheer to Fright his weak 
and inp Child? © 
an (fays a Reverend Pen) is a very rekLith Aniinal ro Go- 
vernz he wilt nor always be guided by Reaſon and: Authority. 
He _ ME as well as Reaſon, and will have his own Will in ma- 
itigs z" even among the very Godly themſelves (which is to 
be: Og a Bag? few are ſo intirely Pious, as wholly to deny 
chemſe}ves. ' is is {o high and ſharp 'a. point of Religion, that 
mid 'break the Heart, fringg of many in winding them up ſo 
fighs ; and fo you may forack all their Religion. 
nnot in Conſcience when I Treat upon ſo ſerious a Theam, 
bur Remark, that the Carriage of ſome Preachers has created a 
© diflike of that Sacred Work, as *ris managed by not a few, 
| es {ſo are-themfetves the'cauſers of that Difſent, which they EX- 
claint againſt: too many Preach not Chriſt bur themſelves ;* They 
take here and there a Sentence of Scripture,” the ſhorter and more 
2bftruſe the better. Then to my their Skill and Invention, they 
Divide 


Ch 


time from Philoſophical Arguing, and Rhecorical declaiming ? the 
Preaching then, was either Catechiſtical Inſtructions,.or Pious-ad- 
monirions, not tying themſelves to any form; bur paſt from. one - 
matter to another, as the condition of the Hearezs-required, and- 
not. as the Preachers Fancy and Reading prompted him... 

| Tis Reported of thoEmperour Caligle, tha he Judged, Can- 
demned or acquitted Delinquents «s beſ# agreed with the Carrene 
of his Oration; $6 ſome now a days ſhape their-Diſcourſe more - 
ro the Appiant, then Edification of. the Hearers.. , Such Sermons- 
ray be better rermed Banquets for full wantons; then Intruttions - 
for ſuch as are almoſt Starved for want of Spiritual Faad,. Ie may 
nouriſh an Auditory of Cmelions that Live by Av, but can never. 
make ſand andSolid Chriſtians... ©. mY 


. The Schoniren, and; fuch 2s. greedily- Suck, their. unexami 
Ditares, have ſet up an wee bamg 'thar none he td ra ps | 
ſuch-as have-been Studems in the Yujyerſity 3, Where If be: 
-Learnt:@. litrle-to- chop Zogisk,, and produce ſome the 
-culations from 41rfotle, Plato, &s. or ſome The pr al 
-ons-from wAqvinas,, Peter Lenbeard, ar the reſt of 1 
makers,/ or _ _— roms hs Paets Shark Grams, the ip many O! 
:then, (buryau maſt ſuppoſe umented. by the in the 
en Clengy he ſers up for a,Spiricual- Paſtor ! Ne eli 
-Office 'in-the world, becauſe Mens Souls, ( (their better party} is 
concern'd! ? tis very. ſtrange that ſych qualifications:{common to 
'Graceleſs as _—_ as: Gracious Schollars) rot x :bhim capar 
tle of rightly. Drvidongthe word of Jams | _ For en is Gully] - 
Amine the: ID IONS. not, fin 2 WK: rittle 
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hewgtiohs; Song 1&«c.:.Not-th Study of £trs 
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| of > $109 15:60: Py/tign, \ LENIN 
xerms;! DAT Derm 7s rom moth hut feſms Gore 1, 
Cravified, - S; equlificarion WE Sor ue Tie 
Gathrelotse fer my: Soul. Byt tou os al de ae Work 
car won «reacher, as:the old xexlelays,..: bug” mer lt 
. Ghniftewori/ons Jer Jets *; fe Cetera Neſ firs, 27) Ark 
<: " Cite rhemes reach'd by-a Grave, Ganſecution ; 
well, vefſcd)3 ren agy :Myferys of Fal 
vor bred n;ay:Miverigy.: non ltd. in any La 
Mather-Tongue, then by the Students of 4; 
- wi, &c, (quat ales) with alttheir. eg Fac of Int 
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